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WE LIVED IN POVERTY

AS TENANT FARMERS

BUT MY MOTHER,
BROTHER, AND SISTER
ALL DIED OF THE POX

WHEN | WAS THREE.

\ONLY HE KNEW WHY HE
N\ LAVISHED ME WITH SLICH
GENTLE ATTENTION
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| | LEARNED HE WAS LORD
OF THE ESTATE WHERE

FOR REASONS I1LL NEVER LINDERSTAND

MY FATHER TOOK ME INTO HIS HACIENDA.
| TELL MYSELF IT'S BECAUSE OF HIS DEEP
LOVE FOR MY MOTHER BLIT WHO KNOWS?

WHILE MY STEPMOTHER ENSURED
| EARNED MY KEEP WHENEVER
HE WAS AWAY ON BUSINESS




PAPA HAD BEEN A CAPITAN
DURING THE PEASANTS
REBELLION AND STILL
PRACTICED HIS FENCING

| LEARNED QUICKLY AND GOT
BETTER, BUT HE WAS A
DEMANDING TASK MASTER
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| LOVED TO WATCH HIM AND
SOON HE DECIDED | MUST
LEARN THE ART OF FENCING

BY THE TME | TURNED 13, | WAS BESTING HM
REGLLARLY BUT THAT ONLY GAVE HIM PLEASLIRE




IN SHORT ORDER | WAS FARMED OFF TO
T/ THE CONVENT OF SANTA MARIA IN THE CITY

I 1‘
WHEN | WAS 15, MY FATHER DIED OF
THE POX, PROBABLY CONTRACTED
ON Hi RENT COLLECTION VISITS
B THE SISTERS SEEMED TO KNOW LITILE OF

Iy OF COURSE, HAD - .
NO €AY IN THE MATTER | WHAT TO MAKE OF ME/ AS | DID OF THEM.

QUICKLY MY LIFE SETTLED INTO A SLOW,
TEADY OF
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IT STARTED SLOWLY - Y&
| NEVER PLANNED IT

THE POVERTY AND
ABLSE OF PECPLE
WAS JUST STUNNING

ONE DAY | CAME ACROSS A CROWD OF
PEOPLE WHILE ON A MARKET ERRAND

JUST TELL

SOME TME
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1 NEVER KNEW HOW TAX COLLECTION WORKED
AND WAS SHOCKED AT HOW CALLOUS IT WS

M SORRY, SENOR,
BUT THE DROLGHT
DESTROVED
OLIR COTTON

TAKE THIS

oo o ¥ PEADSEAT TO STEP ASIDE YOL MUST

T o THE Back AND SISTER. WLy ARE KNOW CHURCH
WHAT YOU | ACQUANT HIM You EvEN IN PEOPLE paY
YOLIR WHIF 2 NO TAXES
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| FOLLOWED THEM
TO A TAVERN

A NOVICE IN A TAVERN
WOLLD NOT DO..

N THE TAX MAN WAS ALREADY
WELL INTO HIS CLPS
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IF YOL/RE |
BLYING, M
READY

3

N
-
=
2
z
Z
2
2.
g.‘;

THE WINE GAVE ME THE FINAL
DOSE OF COURAGE | NEEDED
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YOU TO GIVE THIS
THE MOST

1 KNEW 1D FOLIND MY TRUE CALLING

PE PIOS!
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AFTER | WAS SENT TO HELP WITH ORGANIZNG [

SooN
PRODUCE FOR THE LIPCOMING FEAST OF SANTA ANNA 0GR N CI RPN ST

AND NOT
CONVINCED 114
EVER BE MORE
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THE NLIN'S HABIT 1S

WASTED ON SLCH A
DELIGHTFLL CREATURE
AS YOU.
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AN AC
AT THE BEGINNING OF
Mass woLLD BE /.
ACCEPTABLE

/| HavE OTHER
BUSINESS TO
ATTEND TO

MUST GO,

)
/

[ AT
)
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1T ~ L WAIT
AND COME
You.




AFTER RECORDING ALL THE PRODLICE FOR THE FEAST DAY LUNSLIRPRISNGLY, PADRE FILLIPO AGREED
CELEBRATION, TIMOR SANCHEZ DE SEVILLE FOLLOWED ME BACK TO HIS REQUEST FOR SPECIAL RECOGNITION
TO THE CHURCH HALL AND EVEN BLESSED HIM

PAOLO TOLD ME THAT BVEN THOLIGH HE'S THE HH!
EX-MAYOR, SANCHEZ TAXES PEOPLE IN HIS \ EY SOLD THE
TOWN FOR PROTECTION AGAINST HIS OWN GANG REST OF OUR

" MAIZE TO MARKET

L VENDORS AND WE

ISHED
ON THE way TO GOT NOTHING
A\ MARKE € [

WIS ARM




NOw IF
THERE'S NOTHING
ELSE | NEED TO
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